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WP Then. ¢ perfon i is mourning a lamenting under. a oh of of de 
vine withdrawing’, cold, formal and remifs in all > sa 
walking in.darknef:, and having no light, what means are 
proper to be adopted, in order to a refleration and repopefion 
of communion with God? R. W. 


ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING QUERY. 


HE cafe/here ftated, and the queftion arinexed to it, ap- 

pear to come from one who is not unacquainted with 

the work of God’s Spirit-in the heart; and are very intereft- 

ing to many of the Lord’s people. I fhall therefore endea- 

vour to be as explicit in my remarks as poffible’; but before 

I dire€tly anfwer the queftion, I fhall attempt to ftate the cafe 

more at large, in hope that it may prove a blefling to thofe 
whofe feelings are defcribed. 

Divine withdrawings make an important part ‘of the plan 
on which God aéts in leading his people to glory; and ‘hee 
are often as thorns and briars to the Chriftian in his paflage 
through the wildernefs. They imply that the perfon who la- 
bours under them is areal difciple of Chrift : for {pirituat 
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402 Cafuistteal Divinity. 


bleflings ean never be withdrawn from any man but him ox 
whom they have been previoufly beftowed. Yes, he is a be. 
liever ; and though now {marting under his Father’s rod, yet 
once it was well with him. He was indulged with fuch a fight 
of Calvary, and of the crimfon ftreams of falvation flowin 
from the heart of Jcfus, as he can never totally forget. The 
cup of his joy..was then full and overflowing. He delighted 
in thinking and talking of God and divine things. He could 
get near to God in holy duties, and with humble confidence 
cry, Abba, Father! And he could even have cheerfully facri- 
ficed every thing on earth for the fake of fefus. Put how i: 
the gold become dim! How is the fine gold changed ! 

Now a fad reverfe of things has taken place. He is cold, 
formal and remifs in all-duties. “The love and zeal which 
once brightened his profpects and gladdened his heart, have, 
for a time, loft their vigour. The Spirit of God withholds 
his reviving influence ; and the very fpring of joy feems dried 
up. Secret prayer, once his frequent employment and delight, 
is too ofterr neglééted, and if confcience upbraid, filly excufes 
are framed to juftify the omifion. Sometimes, indeed, he 
bows the knee in private, but his heart is heavy; it cannot 
rife to God. He utters the folemn words of prayer, but for- 
gets even what he is about, While his thoughts are wander- 
ing, he ceafes from the duty, and prefently again recolle&ting 
himfeif, like a man who has been afleep in a ftrange plaee, hs 
roufes, and wonders where he is. At beft, prayer is hurried 
over as a tafk; miuch of that important bufinefs whicha 
Chriftian has to tranfact with God at the throne of grace, is ne- 
elected; and fupplications for the church, for particular friends, 
and particular bleffings, are forgotten. “Vhe word of God is 
pafled by; or, if read, it is done in a hurry, and without atten- 
tion. He attends the miniftry of the gofpel ; but fometimes 
_gives way to drowfinefs; and fometimes, inftead ef hearing 
or knowing what is faw, he fuffers a multitude of foolifh or 
vain things to occupy his thoughts. If a preacher, he is, on 
the pegple’s account, aflifted in public duties, but brings ne 
abiding favour of divine things with him out of the pulpit. 
He waiks indarknefs. He does not fee the gracious counte- 
nance of Jefus fmiling on him asiformerly. Dark chilling 
clouds of fpiritual adverfity intercept the rays of the Sun of 
Righteoufnels, and fpread a melancholy gloom ever his path. 
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Gafuistical Divinity. 403 
He mav or may not, for aught he knows, belong to the fami- 
ly af God. Sometimes the queftion will prefent itfelf to his 
mind, and he then feels 2 momentary uneafinefs ; but he is not 
progerly rdufed: he remains languid and dull, as before. 

But, bleffed be God, the real Chriftiah even in fuch a ftate 
difcovers fume {ymptoms of fpiritual life. Duil and ftupid as 
he may be, there are moments when he cannot help grieving 
and motrning over his fad declenfions,—moments when he 
looks back, arid though he fcarcely perceives it himfelf, ighs 
outa with, that it were with him as in months past, as in the 
days when the Eérd preferved bim. Yea, now and then he 
cannot help offering a petition or two, with fome degree of 
earneftnefs, for a revival of the work of God in his heart.— 
He cannot be really fatisficd without the divine prefence. 
Thou mourner in Zion, let us confider what means are pro- 
per to be adopted, in order to thy reftoration and repofizfion 
ef communion with God: | ‘ | 

We fhould, on this arid every occafion, remember that the 
means we ufe are but means: it is the blefling of God that 
mut render them effe@tual. Ido not with by this remark‘ta 
encourzge the vain hope of the htpocrite, who, when reproved 
For his formality ia the ways of God, pleads cs an excife, t' at 


* 


he is unable te revive or renew Lis own foul. Aman cf true 
piety dares not aét thus. He feels and confefles his inabilits, 


Sut at the famie time he is defirous to ufe thofe means which 
are moft |:kely to obtain the divine bieffiag. The grazid ca- 
tholicon, or univerfal remedy for all fpiritual difeafes, is fairh 


in Chrift. He is the Phyfician of fouls; and he can, and does, 


—“ -*» * 


kindly heal all, however miferadic and wretched, who look te 


hin for relief. While the eye of faith is fixed on his giori- 
ous pe-fon, chara&ter and ofiices, we cantinot be unhappy. And 


if, through the power of tenfptation, or the preVaicitce of ir- 
dwellinz fin, we experience awful declenfions of the power of 
podlinefs in our fouls, there is no way of obtaining a revival, 
but by looking again to Chrift. God ts determined to ha- 
nour his Son Jefus. No finner can be faved but by him. Neo 
finacr can find re4 or peace but in him. If 
make uf2 of the wifeft means to obtaincommunion with God, 
without lacking through them, and above them, to Cariff, 
they will prove at laft only (nares and traps, Dy which we have 


dsecived and rwined our fouls. Let us bewzre of ufing them 


therefore we 














404 Cafuistical Divinity. 
in a legal fpirit, or making a Saviour of them, left, inftead of 
leading us to God, they fhould lead us down to hell. Jefus 
muft be the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end of all our hopes and enjoyments. Means are only fo far 
ufeful as they may affift us in looking to him, They can ne- 
ver be uleful to us at all without the {pecial bleffing of the 
Holy Spirit: wih that bleffing they may do wonders. 1 {peak 
thus, becaufe our earthly hearts are prone to ftop fhort of 
Chrift, and to expe& comfort.and reft in i]mof% any thing.— 
O beware of harbouring in your bofom, even for a moment, 
any kind or degree of fatisfaction, unlefs it be derived from 
Chrift, and renders his bleffed name more and more precicus 
to your foul, If you are enabled to keep this caution in view, 
I truft that what I now write fha!! not be written in vain, 
To you whofe cafe I have attempted to defcrite, I would 
in the firft place fay, Examine and inquire inte the caufes of 
your prefent mournful state, in order that you may pray against 
them. Survey your paft conduct towards God. You have in 
®ormer times enjoyed the comforts and pleafures arifing from 
a fenfe of the divine favour; but perhaps you have refted in 
them as your God, or as if you fuppofed that nothing further 
was to be fought after ; and God, to convince you of your fol- 
ly, has cut down the props on wich you were leaning. Per- 
haps your enjoyments made you, through the depravity of 
your nature, proud, overbearing, and cenforious in your car- 
riage, to your chriftian brethren; and God has removed them, 
in order to humble you, and that his fear may be before your 
eyes. You have enjoyed affiftance and enlargement in {pivi- 
tual duties; but probably you were not thankful for thefe 
things. They became common and you efteemed them tee 
lightly ; and now God is teaching you by painful experience 
to be mare fenfible of their value, that you may give bim the 
hononr due to his name. Or while you were thus indulged, 
perhaps you became too folicitous with God about fome 
world'y good, and he has granted your request and fent lean- 
nifs into the foul. tis poffidle that thete and other things 
may have combined together, to introduce the languor of 
which you complain; but whatever may have robbed you of 
your felicity, it is neceffary that you fhould fearch it out, that 
you may be the better able to feek its temoval. This exa- 
mination, however, will not be likely to fucceed, unlefs at 
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Cafutstical Divinity. 405 


the fame time we inquire alfo of God. Like Job, we muft 
fay unto God, Shew me wherefore thou contendest against me.— 
He can bring many things to eur recolletion, which would 
otherwife efcape us. He can throw light upon every circum- 
ftance, and eafily difcover the root of bitternefs, whach has 
fprung up, and troubled, and defiled us. 

Secondly, However cold and dull you may find your elf in in 
fecret prayer, yet perfevere in it. None but thoie who: have 
been tried in the ways of God, can ferm an.idea of the nu- 
merous difficulties which the cheillian meets with ia drawing 
near to the mercy-feat. Satan is ever at his elbow, watch- 
ing for an opportunity to gain fome advantage over bim.— 
When we are in a languid ftate, he often whifpers in our cars, 
« Tt is of ne ufe to pray now—defer ix till you are in a better 
frame.”? Sometimes you find, no doubt, fuch fuggifhnefs in 
your heart, that you can hardly perfuade yourfelf to begin. — 
And fometimes you are ready to think that God has fhutcut 
your prayer, becaufe ke does not appear to favour you as in 
times paft ; but be aflured of this, that to omit prayer, Is to 
leave the plain path of duty, and to forfake your own mercies. 
If bat one fentence in fifty come in a lively. manner from the 
heart; if you can do nothing but complain to Ged that you 
know not how to pray ; if yeu can only proftrate yourfelf be- 
fore him, and with to pray, or even with that you had adefi ¢ 
to pray; it is better to keep on in this manner, than not at- 
tempt to pray atall. If Satan can prevail with yeu to leave 
off, ghere is no knowing whither he may lead you ; therefore 
keep on; and remember, for your inftru€tion, what is writ- 
ten in the Plalms, God will regard the prayer of the destitute 
and not defpife their prayer. Remember alfo, that grace is 
free, ancl our fuccefs depends on the inter ceffion of Chrift. 

Thirdly, Seleé? fuch partions of God’s word as are adapted ia 
your cafe, and read them over and over, and make them the fub- 
jeels of frequent meditation, Many protefling pesple make a 
fort of lottery-book of the Bibie; they open it at randem, and 
think the firft paffage they caft their eyes on, to be defigned 
of God for int But this is really tempting God. No man 


in his fenfes, who is labouring under any bodily complaint, 


will prefume to think that the firft medicine he cafts his eves 
on in a druggift’s fhop, muft at all events be proper for him. 
Aad why we fhould prefume to approach the Bible in tuch a 
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manner, I know not. A// the prefcriptions contained in that 
bleffed volume, are intended for thofe who are willing to make 
ufe of them; and are fuited to their various fituations, and their 
different degrees of grace. ‘The language of the Holy Spirit 
18, Vhefeever will, let him take the water of life freely. 1 take 
it for granted that you have no referve. You are willing to 
take God as your God, and that too upon his own plan— 
You with fin to be fubdued, and to have your heart devoted 
to God. ‘Then freely take whatever you find in the Scrip- 
ture fuited to your cafe, and doubt not that God defigned you 
fhoulddofo. Confider, particularly, the 42d, 4.34, 5 1ft, 77th, 
85th, 103d, rZoth, and 139th Pfalms ; alfo, [faiah, chapter the 
41ft; Jeremiah the 31ft ; Micah the 7th; and Hebrews the 
yath. ‘Chefe are mentioned as {pecimens only. The word of 
God contains a boundlefs ftore, which the more it is ufed,’the 
more abundant fatisfaction it will yield. 

Fourthly, Have recourfe to fome prudent and experienced 
friend or minister, for converfation and prayer. In days of old 
3t was the cuftom of thefe who feared the Lord, to fpeak of - 
ten one to another ; and the Lord hearkened, and beatd it: and 
a hock o remimbrance was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thoaght upon his name. Clofe, feri- 
ous converfation frequently proves a greater blefling than 
many are aware. I| know indeed, that in the pretent day it 
is dificult to determine where we may freely unbofom our- 
felves. The converfation of many profefiors has fo little of 
God in it, that, to him who is mourning the abfence of Chrift, 
it appears difgufting. But if you have a friend or einer 
at hand, of an affable difpofition, and who lives near to God, 
efteem him as an invaluable treafure. Converfe with him 
freely, and get him te pray with and for you. He may be in- 
ftrumental in difcovering to you the fecret windings of fin, 
and the operations of grace, or in rekindling in your breatt 
earneft defires after Jefus, and clofer conformity to his bleficd 
image. 

Fife thly, Set apart [ome extraerdinary feafins fer reading and 
proyer. The propriety of this, in times of d: fire{s, is, with 
refpeét to nations and churches, generally feen; and it is €- 
qually proper for individuals. Half a dav’s butine!s, or half 
a night’s fleep, is no great ferifce to make for this purpofe. 


ut bleffed Lord, under the preflure of fpiritual concerns, 
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Cafuistical Divinity. 467 


éée a all night in prayer ta God.” * _It would be well if 

dull fouls cowld imitate him in this. But what we doin 
his way ought not to be done at random. We {fhould ‘be- 
forehand fix upon fome orderly method. Prayer thould be 
acconpanied with the reading of feleét portions of the Bible, 
and ether books fuitable to the oecafion, Owen on iindwvell- 
ing Sin, or _on the 130th Pfalm, Polhili’s Precious Faith, or 
Romaine’s Life of Faith, will furnifh you with much that i is 
very fuitable and exellent. I mention thefe, rot to the ex- 
clufion of other valuable treatrfes, but becaufe they are in 
moft people’s hands. An intermixture-of reading and pray- 
er, in fueh a manner as your prudence may fuggett, will be 
likely to render thefe feafons ufeful and pleafant. 

La tly, Thengh, im the ufe of th Je means, you will probably 
meet with your moments of aif. guragement, and find i in your feif 
much te contend with; yet do mot cast away your confidence, but 
wait, and hope for, and exped? the divine blefing. The Loid 
whom you leek, does not de [bife the day of fmall things. He 
may fee it fit to try, for a time, your faith and patience. But 
if you forfake him, to whom will you go? Where can you 
obtain that which your foul defires? Remember that though 
Jefus Chrift at firtt reouked the woman of Canaan, who cried 
aiter him; 3 yet a afterwards he granted her al! fhe afked. Ree 
member alfo the parable of the unjuft jedge and the importu- 
nate widow. Jefus has a compafionaie heart. You have no 
reafon to doubt his willingnefs to help you. In fodcing, you 
ithonor hi and diftrefs yourGlf. Therefore, wait on the 
ord: be of good courage, and be pal i frengthen thy heart.— 
at, 1 jay, 6 on ibe Lord. 

IMLAH, 
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408 Memoir of Elizabeth Lafkey. 


A MEMOIR 

Of. the Lord's gracious Dealings with ELIZABETH LAS- 

KEY, late of Ray-street, Clerkenwell; who departed te a 

bleffed patch A ae on ‘Thurfday, April 2, 179 5» in the fay. 
fourth year of her age. 





DIVINE grace produces in the heart the moft benign and 
generous principles. It teaches its happy pofleffor te weep 
with them that weep, and to rejoice with them that rejoice. 
Next to the fenfible prefence of the Holy Spirit on the foul, 
the believer cannot enjoy a more exalted pleafure, than in | 
feeing ignorant finners brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and fuffering faints fupported and comforted in their 
various tribulations. To fuch as are experimentally ac- 
quainted with the truth of this remark, the following Nar- 
rative wall not be unacceptable. It contains a brief ac- 
count of the Lord’s goodrefs to ene, who, though very 
poor and needy among men, was divinely enriched from 
her Saviour’s fulnefs, and is now beholding his face with- 
out a vail. 


LIZABETH LASKEY, whofe experience is the fub- 
ject of thefe few pages, wds born at Fowey, in Corn. 
wall, inthe year 1731. She continued in that awful fate of 
enmity and ignorance, in which ail are by nature involved, 
until the month of April 1785, when it pleafed God, by the 
grace of his Holy Spirit, to convince her of her need of Jefus, 
as a Saviour, in a very remarkable manner. The Lord who 
had fometime before taken her hufband, faw fit to Jay his af. 
fliéting hand upon her only fon, a child berween five and fix 
years of age; and the ficknefs proved untodeath. A few 
days before his de ‘ceafz, the poor boy was particularly defirous 
of feeing a gracious woman who had been a kiad friend to his 
mother; but ke was told it would be in vain to go for her 
then, as fhe was gone to Spa-ficld chapel (the place of wer- 
fhip which the conftantly attended ): on which, lookiny er- 
sg on his mother, he faid, “ Mother, have yeu no God ?” 
& Yes, my dear!” the replic d. Then,” fiid he, “ why have 
you never tald me of him? Why don’t you go and ferve him 
as Mrs. E. does? Do mother, when I am dead, go where fii 
goes, and ferve her God.” Osa Mrs, E’s, return tiom chapel, 
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fhe came and fpake to the little fufferer concerning Jefus, the 
finner’s friend. He liftened to her with deep attention and 
apparent joy. Ina few days after, he was taken to the bofom 
of that compeffionate Saviour, ‘ who gathers the lambs in his 
arms—and even out of the mouths of babes and fucklings or- 
daineth ffrength.”’ | | 

~ On the Sunday after the child’s departure, Mrs. E. kindly 
came to condole with the afflicted mother, and faid to her,— 
‘* Now I hope you will fuifil the dying requeft of your child; 
and go with your burden of trouble to the houfe of God. 
With this requeft fhe complied, and went in the evening to 
Spa-field chapel. The minifter was led to difcourfe upon 
the words of Jefus to the woman of Samaria,— Whofoever 
fhail drink of the water that I fhall give him, fhall never 
thirft,”? &c. The impreffions which fhe received from the 
Lord under the fermon, are only t9 be conceived of by thofe 
who can experimentally fay, “He told me all that ever [ did ! 
Is not this the Chrift?”? “ Then it was,” faid fhe, fpeaking 
of this event with a grateful heart and weeping eyes, “ I firtt 
faw my fins to be exceeding finful, and felt the neeefiity of 
deliverance from them. by the free grace of my Saviour. It 
appeared to me as if I was fingled out from the reft of the 
congregation ; and fo exactly was the preacher led to defcribe 
my cafe, that, until [ was affured to the contrary, I could not 
but think that Mrs. E. had been with him, and teld him all 
my patt conducét and my prefent circumftances. I faw my 
lott and undone condition 2s a finner; and, when the minifter 
was fetting forth the free love of Jefus, in befowing his f2l- 
vation, with all its bleflings, on the poor and the persthing, 
without money and without price, my heart fentup many fe- 
cret cries that I mizht he permitted to drink cf the fountain 
of life; thee I might thi-ft no more after fia‘ul objets: ard, 1 
truft, before the clofe of the fervice, the Lurd gave me en- 
courazement to lock unto him, poor and vile as I was, for 
pardon and life. On my return home,” acded the, “I kiffed 
the cold lios ef my dear bay’s corsfe, and kneeling down, 
bleffed that G:d who had put it into his heart to dire&t me 
where to go for comfort, when he fheuld be taken from me.” 
‘hus was that good word fulftiled in her experience" Ia 
that day fall the deaf hear the words of the Dcok, and the 
eyes of the blind Gall fee out of ebdfcurity, and cut of dasx- 
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nefs: the meek alfo fhall increafe their joy in the Lord ; and 
the poor among men fhall rejoice in the Holy One of Ifrael.”” 

From the above period, fhe became a clofe attendant upon 
the means of graee, and was foon after led into the liberty of 
the gofpel, fo that fhe could cheerfully adopt the language of 
David, and fay, “ Come and hear, all ye that love God, and I 
will declare what he hath done fer my foul.” 

Such is the mercy with which our heavenly Father tempers 
the fevereft of his difpemfations, that, though deprived of her 
hu ‘band, and the fon of her tender love, fhe had yet one earthly 
comfort left, an only daughter, who was about eighteen years 
old at the time of her brother’s deceafe. This affectionate 
child had been to her mother what Ruth was to good old Na- 
on}, the faithful partner of her deep diftrefs ; having, from her 
twelfth year, laboured hard to fmooth the rugged path which 
Providence had appointed them to tread. Butas yet fhe knew 
not the Lord Jefus Chrift. On her behalf many prayers and 
tears were poured out before the throne of mercy, Nor were 
they long unanfwered: for foon after, it pleafed him “ who 
hath the key of David, who openeth and no man fhutteth,”’ 
to open her heart under the preaching of his word, as he did 
that of Lydia of old, to attend to the things pertaining to fal- 
vation. From this time, the poor habitation in which they 
dwelt, became a Bethel; and often were their hearts uniting 
in thankful praifes to God, when they had very little, and 
fometimes nothing wherewith to refrefh their bodies. Happy 
fouls! “hey knew the truth of Solomon’s words,—*“ Better 
is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a ftalled ox, and ha- 


tred therewith.”’ 


‘© Though meanly clad, and coarfely fed, 
And, like thetr Savicur, poor; 

They weuld not change their gofpel bread, 
For all the wordling’s store.” 


Thus did they go on in the delightful fellowfhip, of the 
gofpel for about four years, when death had his commiffion to 
feparate them for a feafon. This beloved daughter, dear by 
the ties of nature, but ftill dearer by the indifloluble ties of 

race, was called to her eternal reft, in the 22d year of her age, 
having left a blefled teftimony that fhe had not believed in vain. 
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The afiifted parent, feeing her left earthly comfort expire, 
and being deprived of the ftaif of her zgc, at a moment when 
ihe wanted it moft, was fo opprefled by the fug geftions of Sa- 
tan, and the remaining corruptions of ber heart, that fer 2bcut 
fix weeks fhe was reduced to the brink of defpair. Under 
thefe circumftances, fhe went one evening to the Rev. Mr. 
Willis’s fociety, (of which the was tome years a member) 
when it fo hap ented that he gave an exhortation on Pfalm 
CXXXVili. 1, 2, 3. © I will praife thee with my whole heart; 
before the geds will I fing praife unto thee. 1 will wofhip 
towards thy holy temple, and praife thy name for thy nee 
kindnefs and thy truth; for thou haft magnified thy word above 
allthy name. In the day when I cried, thou anfwered{t me, 
and ftrengthenedft me with ftrength in my foul.” From that 
memorable night, fo divinely was her foul fet at liberty, thae 
doubts and fears were no more fuffered to prevail. So true ig 
that word, “ Weeping may endure for a night, but joy com- 
eth in the morning. Let the chriftian pilgrim, therefore, 
expect, while in this vale of tears, to meet with pilgrim’s fare. 
His fevereft trials often Jead to his brighteft enjoy ments, and 
his happieft moments frequently are the forerunners of his 
fharpeft exereifes. Thus it was with cur departed fifter.— 
She had rap for feme years sflicied with a bleeding cancer 
on the fide of her neck, and fhortly after the Lord had fo gra- 
cioufly raifed her from ‘the borders of de‘pair, fhe was con ‘fn 
ed to her room to go out no more. For, in the month of 
November 1789, her diforder arifing to fuch a height that a 
veffel ii: her neck burft, fhe bled inceflantly for feveral hours, 
fo that it was expected the could not long furvive. It pleated 
God, hewever, to revive her in fome degree; though from 
that time her right arm withered, and became totally ufelefs. 
Sharp as thefe eff'ctions were, the was. not permitted to mur- 
mur; on the contrary, fhe cculd habitually fay, through inh- 
nite grace,—— 
“ Afy Father’s hand prepares the cupy 

And what he wil:s is best.” 


Yea, fo fweetly did fhe fpeak of the love of Jefus, that her 
converfation was delightful both to minifters and piivate 
shriftians who attended her. And fe kind was the Lord, thae 
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he not only gave her large (upplies of grace for her foul, bug 
he fo inclined the hearts of his people to minifter to her ne- 
ecffities, that fhe never was deftitute of fuch relief as the na- 


ture of her fituation required. 
To hear her dwell upon the glory and precioufnefs of Je- 


fus, was truly refrefhing. Even when agonizing with the 
moft acute pains of body, fhe would cry out, in the language 
of grateful admiration, “ Let none defpair of mercy, fince I 
am not denied it! Let no poor finner fear to come to Jefus, 
fince he has received one fo guilty and worthle(s as Iam! | 


“ O may I never once forget, 
What a poor worm Iam; 
From death and hell redeem’d by blood, 


The blood of God's dear Lamb!” 


19> 


“TI leng to be with my Jefus | 


“ Flaw long, dear Saviour, O bow long, 
Will that bright hour delay? — 

Fly fwiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
And bring the welcome day.” 


Then, as if chiding her impatience, fhe would fay,— 


Farry his leifure then, 
Although he feems to stay; 


A moment’s interconrfe with him, 


Thy griefs will noard ou 


« Blest is the man, O Lord, 
That stays bimfelf on thee: 
Who waits ror thy falvation, Lord, 


Shall thy falvation fee.” 


The paflages of fcripture particularly bleffed to her foul, 
were the 434 and Sift of [faiah—the 37th of Ezekiel—the 
gth of Micah—and efpecial!ly that precicus text, Heb. xiii. 5. 
‘J will never leave thee, nor forfake thee !’’ a promife fo re- 


markably fulfi'led to her, even as to teraporal fupplies, that, 
though on the 5th ef November, 178¢, when the Lerd was 
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pieafed to lay her on her fick bed, fhe had not one penny im 
the world, yet during her long and painful .illnefs, fhe never 
knew the want of any neceflary comfort. ‘ This (fhe thank- 
fully faid) is the wonder‘ul mercy of my God ; and 


“Tis his daily care, bis helplefs foeep te feed, | 
To pursfy their fpotted fouls, and tend and gently lead.” 


« My Lord. knows that I want, purifying, and I am fure that 
when I am tried I fhaJl come forth as gold, for he hath givea 
me that good word of promife to reft upon,—“ Thou fhalt 
come to thy.grave in a full age, like as. a fhoek of corn com- 
eth in, in his feafon.” (Job, v.26. )—‘“ The Lord is my light 
and my falvetion, whom fhail I fear? The Lord is the ftrength 
ef my life, of whom. then fhall I be afraid?” Yea, my 
Maker is my hufband, the Lord of hofts is his name.” Then 
addrefing thofe who were around her bed, fhe faid, “I love 
you ail, my dear,chriftian friends ; but I long to leave you, 
wat | may go to the prefence ef Jefus. 


“ Aid when to that bright world I rife, 
And join the anthems in the fries, 
Above the rest this nate feall swell, 

Bly Fefus bath done ald things well.” 


Oa another oceafion, when the writer of this memoircame 
to vific her, fhe faid with much earneftnefs, “ O my father, I 
longed to fee you ence more, to tell you how good my Jefus 
isteme. My pains of body are unutterable, but his preferce 
is '0 continually with me, that I drink of the cup of full affu- 
cance ef my intereit in his love. I have nota remaining 
douston my cund. Oi teli to all aroand, that the Lord bas 
been, and {till is, fo good to me, an unworthy finner, that I 
can look death in the face with joy. I long for the weleome 
mefieager to clofe my eyes on this world, that [ may fee Jes 
fus as he ts.”’ 

cing for fome time before her death incapable of taking 
any thing Sur liquids, fhe was almoft reduced to a {keleton, 
Nor was ® without much dificulty that the could umer a fen- 
tence. Ths placid fmile, however, which apveared on her 
countenance, (ufaciently indicated the inward pezee ef her 
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mind, and the ardent longings of her foul for immortality.— 
Wien enabled to drop a word or two, fhe would fay, “ 1 am 
happily content”’—“ Precious Jefus! not my will; but thine 
be done’”"—“ I am folidly happy ; not a doubt ora cloud left” 
—'* Come, O my Saviour, come away.” ‘In one of my laft 
Interviews with her fhe faid; * You will foon hear of my de- 
parture, and then rejaice—Come Lord Jefus, come’ quickly !” 

At length the long-wifhed-for day arrived. On Thurfday, 
A pril 2d, 1795, fhe was called to leave this vale of tears. The 
approach of death, of which fhe was perfeétly fenfible, inftead 
ef alarming her fears, excited more fervent defires to be with 
Jefus. And having, like the dying patriarch, folemnly bleff- 
ed thofe around Her; with a gentle figh fhe breathed out het 
foul into the bofom of her God and Saviour. At her own 
requeft, her remains were interred in Bunhill Ficlds, where 
a funeral oration was delivered on the occafion, to a nuiners 
ous and affected auditory: 

“ Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord; from hence- 
forth ; yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their la= 


bours, and their works do follow.’ 
April roth, 1795. j. A. K. 
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ON RELIGIOUS FEELINGS. 


HE power of religioti has ever interefted the feelings 

and paffions. Where there is the life of true godlinefs 
there will neceffarily be {trong emotions of foul. It becomes us 
to be the friends of a warm, animated piety, in oppofition te 
a cold, philofephic religion. Revived, living Chriftians have 
their hearts engaged and well affefted in the caufe ef the Re- 
deemer. Such as are alive unto Ged, are diftinguifhed for 
warmth of affection. They find, by experience, that religion 
isa vital principle aecompanied with heart-felt fenfations, 
fuch as holy complacency in divine things, and godly forrow 
for fin. Where fuch emotions as thefe are not excited, there 
is reafon to apprehend, the heart is not the fubjec&t of a work 


ef graces Let us confider, 
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J, Such as are alive unto God,do not content themfelves 
with mere orthodoxy. 

Corre& opinion does not of itfelf conftitute vital godlinefs. 
It is, indeed, neceflary that tenets be correct. We mean not 
to difparage the importance of a fpeculative belief in the clofe 
doétrines of grace. But correét opinion muft not be refted 
in, as embracing the fum and fubftance of vital religion. A 
fpeculative faith does not always intereft and engage the re- 
ligious feelings of the heart. It is frequently unfaithful, 
bearing none of the fruits of holinefs, confifting in pious ex- 
ercifes. While men’s underftandings are rightly inftruéted, 
their hearts are often cold and lifelets, Sometimes, indeed; 
there will be.a warm zeal in advocating the truths of the 
gofpel, when, the life and power of religion are wanting. 

An orthodox faith jis not neceflarily connected with heart- 
felt piety. And.we fhould be careful notto content ourfelves 
with an underftanding of the great principles of divine reve- 
Jation. This is often no more than a knowledge which puf- 
feth up. The excellent dodrines of the gofpel, are frequent- 
ly viewed with a philofophic coldnefs and tpliference. Thefe 
doétrines, alfo, are often received with emotions widely dif - 
ferent in their nature, from the feelings of the religious {pirit. 
‘They often produce temporary and fhortlived joy ; like the 
feed fawn in ftony places, which foon fprings up, and want- 
ing root and moiflure, when the fun is up, is fcorched, and 
foon withers away. | 

_ Some would fatisfy themfelves with a religion ef the under- 
Randing which leaves the heart unmoved. But fucha reli- 
gion has no vital warmth. It imparts no cherifhing com- 
forts to the foul. It is a cold a& of underftarding, and has 
nene of the joy and peace of believing. We may entertain 
conliftent views of the leading principles of the gofpel, and 
have a knowledge of the cenneéted fyftem there centain- 
ed, and yet be ftrangers to the power of godlinefs, ftrangers 
to faving light, and deftitute of the feelings of an evangelical 
temper. We muft not; then, place religion whelly in right 
fpeculative opinions. We muft not make it to confit ina 
mere act of the underftanding. Thouzh aright underftand- 
ing of the connected and confiftent fyftem of gofpel truth, be 
a matter of the utmof moment, yet we muft not reft fatished 
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with this, but confider correfponding ‘feelings: of heart, as 
being alfo eflentially requifite. Hence we mayconfider, 
IL. True religion is a feeling fenfe of the excellence of di- 
vine truth. a enw leet ei fie? =. 

The fpirit of the gofpel, being wrought into the heart, con- 
ftitutes the chriftian temper. A pious difpofition is every 
Where, and in all perfons, the fame; having the important 
doctrines of the gofpel, -for its foundation, and ground work, 
Revived, experimental chriftiansy muft neceflarily enter into 
the fame views of the gofpel, fo far as they underftand it.— 
Tae fame truths are written not with ink, but with the [pi- 
rit of the living God, not in tables of ftone, but in flefhly ta- 
bles of the heart. Chriftians, fo far as they have the fpirit 
of Chrift, are perfeétly joined together in the fame mind and 
in the fame judgment, or fentiment. Their views unite and 
terminate in the great diftinguifhing truths of the gofpel.— 
For the chriftian temper involves in it thefe truths, and where 
they are explainéa and lad upon the underftanding, they muft 
neceffarily propound themfelves to the aceeptatice of the pious 
mind. 

Religious affe@tions accompany a fpiritual difcernment of 
the great things comtained in the gofpel. Evangelical fenti- 
ment has a kindly influence to ftir up graciows exercifes.— 
Where the gofpel is embraced in its purity, it has an enliven-~ 
ing and animating effect upon our nature. The foul cannot 
remain torpid and inoperative, There will be activity where 
the pure gofpel has its proper efe&. The foul will be en- 
flamed with the genial warmth of piety. It will have vital 
exercifes, fuch as are fenfibly felt, and experimentally known. 
David fays, “ Oh, kow I love thy Jaw! it is my meditation 
all the day.” The apoftle Paul giving an account of his re- 
iigious experiences, favs, “I delight in the law of God, after 
the inward man,’ Bright views of gofpel fentiment awaken 
delightful fenfations. Saints finda rich entertainment in con- 
templating the diftinguifhing and efflential truths of the gofpel. 
-~And this contemplation muft no doubt conftitute a great 
part of their happinefs, in the kingdom of glory. — . 

The good word is a quickening fpirit to fuch as have tafe 
ted its power: It quickens chriftian graces, and gives life 
and fpirit te devout affeétions. Great is we and peace of 
believing. Erroneous views of the gofpel fcheme of fenti- 

















419 


ment, either leave the affe@tions unengaged, and fink the foul 
into a ftate of apathy, without feeling or emotioz ; or elfe a- 
waken unhallowed pafhoas. But a juft aperchenton of the 
truths brought to light in revelation, furnifhes reviving 
views, and excites feeling, vital exercifes. Such precious 
truth difciofes itfelf, from the word ef Ged, to the minds of the 
intellectual and hely creation, as contributes to their prefer- 
vation in holinefs, and opens a fource of noble and cxalted 
entertainment. 

The word of life, is dear and precious to the truly pious.— 
They feed and feaft upon it. With a pleafing farisfaction, they 
inveftizate and entertain its fublime dottrines. Such difceve- 
ries en moral fubjeéts then prefent themfelves to their minds, 
as to infpire them with joys with which a ftranger doth not 
intermeddle. Hence, by diligently and prayerfully aaneseiehy 
to the good word of grace, and apprehending its excellence, 
they become fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord. The Hely 
Spirit alone, difclofes the mora! exiftence of divine truth to 

ke underttanding. And when he bringsthe word home with 
power, and caufes it to be feen in its fpirituality and beauty, it 

attracts the affections and becomes inftrumental of ftirring up 
toa warm and vigorous piety. 
ill. Saints havea feeling fenfe of the beauty of Gad"s per- 
tallibaiats manifefted in wis works of providence and grace. 

Ged is pleafed to reveal himfelf by meaas of his gioricus 
works, beth of creation and redemption. The traces of his 
character are infcribed in the book of nature, but mof of ail, 
in the volume of Revelation, and in the face ef Jefus Carift. 
fie hath fet himfelf forth as the ecernal fource of being and 
bieflednefs. He hath made al! things with a view to difolay 
himéelf, and promote bis declarative glory, thar he might be 
kaewn to his rational creatures, and that in his light his chil« 
dren may have light. What a glorious difplay of his moral 
excellence, is made in the ftupendous works of nature and 

race ! 
: The natural man receiveth not the thines of the Spirit of 
God ; far they are foolifinefs unto him ; neither can he know 
them, besaufe thev are fpiritually difcerned. Gad, in his ex- 
ellence, is revealed only to fuck as are fpiritusily minded.— 
Though Gnaers fe the traces of his Scinz, yet they difcerm 
Mi 
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not his goodnefs; or, fee him not in the beauty and lovelinefs 
of his moral character. But fueh as are pure in heart, fee 
God in his unfpeakable excellence. 

ef And thus feeing him, they are infpired with ineffable de- 
light. Complacential affection fprings from a fpiritual view 
of the Supreme Good. Such a view gives birth te joy and 
hope. Religious affections are enkindled in the light of his 
countenance, Do not wonder if his children glow with af- 
fection, and breathe an animated picty. They have found 
him whom their foul loveth. They have come to their foul- 
reviving reft. God ftands revealed to their view as the 
greatest and best in the univerfe. He has’ become the beloved 
object which fills and enraptures their minds. This fight and 
fenfe of Ged gives ardour to the religious fpirit. It excites 
the fervours ef love; elevates the foul witha joyful hope, 
warms the heart with the emotions of holy defire, and oc¢a- 
fions meltings of forrow and eontrition for fin. 

No wonder that the feed to ferve the Lord have been dif- 
tinguifhed for ftrict fentiments and manners and been confi- 
dered fingular, by reafon of their devout frames, and the mov- 
ings of affection. It would. feem that a proper apprehenfion 
of God, muft produce fome fuch diftinguifhing traits in the 
character of thofe who are accounted to-him for a generation. 
Such as have feen the Lord of Hofts, will differ from the 
cold-hearted men of the word, and make it evident that they 
are chiefly delighted inGod. They will make it manifeft, 
that a difcernment of the moral excellence‘of the Divine cha- 
racter, gives the {pring to their a&tivities, and calls forth their 
{weeteft comforts and defires. 

IV. Saints find by experience, they have outflowings of de- 
fire after God. 

This will be evident by attending to the exereifes of men 
of God, recorded in fcripture; and efpecially of the fweet 
Pfalmift of Ifrazil. In his Plalms. we have an aecount of his 
holy breathings. ‘ Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and 
there is none upon earth that I defirebefides thee.”? “O 
God, thou art my God, early will I feek thee: my foul thirft-- 
eth for thee, my fle#h longeth for thee, in a dry and thirfty 
land, where no water is: to fee thy power and thy glory, fo 
as I have feen thee in thy fanétuary.”’ Ixili. 1, 2. “ As the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul after 
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thee, O God. My foul thirfteth for God, for the 1: ving God ; ; 


whe i, fhall I come and appear before Got 0” xlii. ty 2=— 
When his foul was in great difquietude, his heart was {till 
intent on God. “1 will remember thee from tae jand, of 
Jordan, and of the Srna from the hill Mizar.” xii. 6, 

He feems, at times, to have ‘beén brqught into grieyous 
firats: “* My ioul cleaverh unto the duft.” Bur fii! he had 
vehement and longing defi res, flowing out unto Gai, He, 
hkewile » enjoyed peculiar enlargement. “I will run in the 
wav of dhiyen: nnaand nents, when thou fhalt enlarge my ‘beart,”” 
“© H- bewuzht me up alfo out of an horrible pit, cut of the 
miry clay, and fet my feet upon a rock, and eftab!ifacd my 
goings. And he hath put anew fong in my mouth, even 
praif= to the living God !” 

Who can read the book of Pilms, without noticing the 
ftroaz and ardent a(pirations of the heaven. born, foul ? 

We find, likewi fe, Job longing for Communion with God. 
«© that I Enew where I mi ight ind him! that I might come 
even to his feat! I would order my caufe hefore him and ill 
my mouth with arguments.” xxtii. 3,4. In reference 1 fpi- 
ritua! enlarzement, are Elibu’s words to Job: « Even fs would 
= have removed thee out of the ftrait into a bread place, 
where there is no ftra‘tnefs.” . 

In Canticles the church fays: “ Or ever I was aware, my 
Sout made me like the chariots of Ammi-nadib.” This denetes 
the peculiar liberty which the godly fometimes aequire in 
their appreach to God. And in general it marks out the 
breathings and raifed d-fires and hopes, which it is common 
for thofe to have, wo have tafted that the Lord is gracious. 

Saints are f2id to be near, and to draw near to God, 7 
néarnefs mu imply communion wish God, in holy and bors 
ing d-fires and affeGiions. Such as walk near to him feel 
their fouls going out heaven-ward. Add further, a feeling, 
animated religion is fet forth in thefe words: “ They that 
wait upen the Lord fhall renew their flrength: they fhail 
mount up with wings as eagles, they fhai] run and not be 
weary, aad they fhall walk “and not faint,” [faiah x}. 31 — 
This lancu age is expreflive of peeuliar freedom in devotion. 
It reprefents a foul freed from the clogs of earth and li 

and fearing on the pisions of 2 ftrong and yiCtociows faith. 
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Such is the enlagement which God gives his children. He 

caufes their youth to be renewed like the eagles; gives frei 

and renewed ftrength and delight in his fervice. 
REFLECTIONS. 

x. There is need of a eare left we damp the ardour of a re- 
ligious fpirit. A carelefs, unchriftian walk cripples the ener- 
gy of the foul, and brings it down from its exalted exercifes, 
to low and carnal ebjeéts. A worldly fpirit is unfriendly te 
the ardours of piety. Sinful and carnal hankerings and enjoy- 
ments, abate the warmth of vital godlinefs. Vain amufements, 
likewife, ferve to coal religious affeétiens, and obfcure the 
lamp ef grace inthe heart. Religious exercifes are deadened 
by thefe and fimilar caufes. Devout humygerings and thirft- 
ings are not cherifhed, but rather diminifhed, by a life of fina 
ful confermity to the world, in its vain recreations and fenfuat 
delights. We muft abftain from thefe things, if we weuld 
preferve in lively exercife the vital principle. Chriftian graces 
need eare and cultivation. If neglected, they foon Jofe their 
Inftre, and appear like the dying taper. A Jax and carelefs 
way of living muft bring on fpiritual deeay. Chriftians fhould 
be ftrict in sheir difcipline. They fhould avoid conformity 
to the men of the world. They have a vineyard to keep, 
whieh calls for mueh labour and felf-denial. Let them at- 
tend to their fpiritual hufbandry, if they would have their 
fouls as 2 well-watered garden. Let them not have their de- 
fires running out after the ereature, after felfifh and finful 
objects, and gratifications. Suehk vain hankerings and pur- 
fuits, will certainly chill their pious affe€tions, and caufe a 
Janguor in their religsous exereifes and comforts. 

2. A vigorous, animated piety ever lies expofed to the 
charge ef enthufia/m. The truly religious muft be prepared 
to meet this reproach. Such as are for a cold, philefophic re- 
ligion, will deem the workings of the pious heart to be flights, 
partaking of imagination, and tranftent in their nature. The 
living members of Chrift’s myftical body, they who have 
given the beft evidenee of their being living ftones in the 
temple ef God, have commonly had an enthutiaftic fpirit af- 
cribed to them. On account of their fervency, they have 
been fuppofed to exceed the bounds ef reafon. Their noble 
and elevated aéts of faith and love have been viewed as the 
reverics of a heated imagination. Their deadnefs te the world, 
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their abftemioufnefs, mortified lives, and their hardfhips and 
confil:@s under the crofs, have been frequently deemed a mif- 
guided zeal and affected fingularity. The agoftle Paul was 
thought by fome to be befde bimfelf. Cornting al) things 
but lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Weak 
and being willing to fuffer the lofs of all things: that he might 
win Chrift, he was fuppofed to be tran{ported beyond him- 
felf, and te have exceeded the bounds of fober reafon. The 
fame apprehenfion was entertained concerning Chrift. Some 
of his acquaintance, feeing him fo intent upon his Work, as to 
go out of doors te preach to the people, wkea he was already 
fpent with his watchings and public fervices, came out te lay 
hold upon him, faying, He is befide bimfelf. ‘He failed of tak- 

ing his neceffity meals, for the fake of fewing an opportunity 
to feed aad inftruc the multitude. And this was thought te 
indicate a tran{port of paffion, net altogether regulated by the 
diGtates of fobriety and moderation. Thefe examples may 
teach animated Chriftians to expect the eharge of enthufiafm. 
Think it not range if it be fometimes infinuated, that they 
are befide themfelves. In the eye of carnal reafon, the work- 
ings ef a warm benevolence in the chriftian caufe, appear in 
the light of partial derangement, proceeding from a difordered 
ftate ef the affections. 

3. We fhall add a ward concerning the importance ef main- 
taining a meck and humble walk wif God. Such as have 
precious difcoveries of divine things, fhould take heed that 
they be not lifted up with pride. The genuine tendency cf 
g‘ace upon the heart, is to preduce humblenefs of mind. And 
yet, through remaining corruptions, there is danger of making 
the vital exercifes of grace an occation of felf- exaltation. Let 

chriftians be guarded againft this temptation. Let them not 
make a merit of their duties and frames, nor magnify them- 
felvyes on account of their fpiritua] attainments. A proud pha- 
rifaical temper, has ever preved an enemy to feu's, and fhould 
excite much alarm. Chriftians have a warfare to endure with 
this formidable enemy. ‘They have a confli&t within them- 
felves, to keep under the workings of a felf-righteous {pirit. 
And this cenfia& preves to be none of the leat and moft pain 
ful part of the ehriftian warfare. But let them be animated 
in this #ruggle; keeping in conftant remembrance, that a le- 
gal fpirit mars and eats out the life of all true reiigion. Let 
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them live hear to God,—cultivating meeknefs and modefty 
under the reception ef his undeferved gifts and graces. ‘Their 
fenfible comforts and gragious frames {pring frem the foun- 
tain ef all good. God deals out the meafure of their faith.— 
He is the life of their {piritual joys and exercifes. In his in- 
finite mercy, he enlarges their hearts to have intimate and 
{.veet communion with himfelf. He gives them to partici- 
pate in the influences and gilts of the Holy Spirit. Whenin 
ftraitnefs, he brings them out of a ftrait into a brord place — 
When finking im the miry ¢lay, he brings them forth, and e- 
ftablifhes their goings. And when they cry to him from the 
belly of kell, he caufes their prayer to come in unto him, in 
his holy temple. Let them hurably thank and praife his holy 
name, for his marvellous grace, which hath wrought them for 
the felf-fame thing. ‘The meek will he guide in judgment ; 
he will beautify the meck with falvation. He that humbleth 
himéclf fhall be exalted. Yuk 








LIVING MORE IMPORTANT THAN DYING. 


T is a common remark, that it is a great thing to die, To 
thofe who believe the fcriptures, the icene ef exchanging 
worlds is confidered as peculiarly intercfting. And it un- 
douhtedly is fo, as well as felemn and affeCing to nature.— 
While the body returns to the duft as it was, the fpirit af- 
cends to God who gave it, ta be difpofed of fer an enclefs 
eternity. The foul is difpof fed of its organ, and haftened 
to the eternal world to be completely bleffed, or to receive her 
portion in endlefs mifery. A fcene like this muft undcub:- 
ed'y be eonfideréd as fulema and interefting, Still, is noe 
diving mere important and interefting than dying ? Is it not 
a great thing to /ive as well as to dis: ? Kiowever important 
may be the fcene of dying, let us enquire whether Jiving be 
not ftill more important. 

R-fic&, in the firft place, that life is the time eopointed for 
our day of probation; but death is net. Inthis world we have 
talents committed to us, with which we are required to “ o¢- 
cupy.”” Death is fo far from being a ftate of srial, that it is 
compared, by the Saviour, to the {eafon of refigning up OM ta= 
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ients. Is not an appointed feafon for us to obtain a valuabie 
object, more intereiting than any period after this feafon is 
pait ? We remember, that the rich man, who lifted up his 
eyes in hell, and prayed for a dron of water to coe! his tonguc, 
was referred to his eondu@ in life-time. Son, remember 
that thau, in thy life-time, received thy gocd things, end 
likewife Lazarus evil things.” It was not fugecfted, that 
his manner of death brought him to that place of torment, but 
his life, 

Again—The day of judgment wi'l have particular reference 
to life; and not to death. When we fhail be fummoned to 
the judzment feat of Chrift, it will be, to give an eccount of 
the decds done in the body. An infpired writer teils us,— 
“We mutt all appear before the judzment feat of Chrift, tz 
€very one may reccive the things done in his body, accord ng 
to that he hath done, whether it be geod or bad.” This re- 
fers us to life, and not te death. The meflage of death is nv 
other than a fummons, fent out by the judge to call us to the 
court of heaven. An indiétment is always pred:catec upon 
previous conduct, The tranfaétions therefore, for which we 
gre arraigned, cannct have their fpecial reference ta dezth.-- 
Indeed, there is not the jeaft hint ia tke whole Bible, that ihe 
judgment day wii] have any reference to our death. 

And further—Li‘e is the feafoa in which we bave the calls 
and invitations of the gofp<l] fet before us. That tpecks tour, 
ts-Zay, while in life and health, and tells us, “ Now i6 the ac- 
Ceoted time, behold now is the day of falvation.” We are 
no where told that death is a day of felvation, cr an accepted 
cme. Itis true, 2t ¢eath our fiate is deciaed; but this d-ci- 
fion is mad- altogether eceording to our treatment of the zcf- 
pel while inthis life. God tells a3, therefore, in his word, to 
feek him early—to hear his voice to-day, and not harden cur 
hearts. Examine the whole prezching cf Chrift, of hs pio- 
phets and apofties, and we faz!! find they ever reterive@ their 
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hearers to their duty in life. Would not the gofeci refer us 
to the mo interefting peried? And would not ime createft 
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offers of grace, er refufe them, he muf& enjoy a feafon of r2- 
tional reflection, Truths muft be placed before him, and the 
mind muft rationally aé& in view of thofe truths. And how 
can this be done, when the whole organ of nature has become 
uaftrung, and is under the ftruggles of departing breath? Can 
we f{uppofe, that the time when this body is becoming lifelefs, 
and the foul afcending to Ged who gave it, would be appoint~ 
ed by the Deity as a feafon for the mind toexercife that change, 
upon which eternity is depending ? No; * He hath made eve- 
ry thing beautifui in his ‘feafon.” 

As, therefore, life is the only appointed time of probation— 
as the day of judgment refers us to life, and not to death—-as 
life is the only feafon to which the calls of the gofpel refer us, 
and as death is not a proper time upon which things of eter- 
nal confequence could be made to depend—then, Lving mutt 
be a more important feafon than dying. | 

From the thought we have purfued, fome interefting re- 
fleftions naturally follow. And, 

x. Does not what we have been eentemplating afford us 
ground to fear that many are ruined by overlooking the moft 
important period of their exiftence, and looking forward toa 
period that is lefs important? How numerous are thofe whe 
pals very calmly on with the current of time, without concern 
with regard to living, while at the fame time they will ac- 
knowledge that it is a great thing to die. View people near 
their end, and we may fee a great part much more concerned 
about dying, than ever they were about living. When the 
grim meflenger of death advances to ftare them in the face, 
they will acknowledge they have new arrived toa pericd which 
they ever viewed impertant; but whiie in life and health, they 
will reft without alarm, though Goa’s law be founding louder 
than thunder in their ears, and while the Saviour is inviting 
them in the mott pathetic terms. To meet death, having al} 
that to do, at this diitrefing moment, which was required in 
a time of heal.h and profperity, muft certainly be a moift ruin- 
ous ftep. And is it ftrange that Satan fheuld ufe this ftrata. 
gem, to enfnare unguarded fouls? While he ean lead peuple 
to pafs away life as a trifling thing, ane place their views fore 
ward to death as the important period, well may he confider 
them as a (ure prey to his fatal wiles. Let us then enquire, 
whether eur anxiety with regard to a future fiate, bas not ofs 
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ten referred us toa wrong period. And let us fee that we 
avoid fo deftructive a delufion. 

2. Since there is fo much more depending on life than on 
death, have we not reafon to conclude that many, who have 
left this world with a ftrong hope of falvation, have met with 
am eternal d:fappointment ? There is not the ieaft intimation 
throughout God’s word, of any one being favingly changed 
while ia the immediate agonies of death. ‘Nor éocs the Bi- 
ble mentien but one inftance ef a chanze within 2 few hours 
ef this peried. At the Savicur’s crueifxion, there were fpe- 
cial reafons for his making 2 miraculous aifpley of his grace. 
We know that the repentance of the dying thicf was real, and 
his faith faving ; but how deficient is the evidence that others 
are not deceived at this late heur, even though their external 
appearanee be equally as favourable? When this frail {; ftem 
is diffolving by difeafe, wrecked with pain, and the mind con- 
fequently weak and eredulous, what more than d:/ufion can 
thofe rationally expeét, who through life have rejected and 
defpifed their Saviour? In thefe difcompcfed moments, it is 
eafy to imagine things to be real, which an emnifcicnt and 
holy Judge will never acknowledge. It is not ftrange, that 
people fhould foeak very rationally of the fading nature of the 
things of this world, and calmly refign them up, when they 
are made fenfible they can no longer enjoy them. From be- 
ing under diftrefs of body, and realizing the certa‘nty of death, 
people im a chriftian land, without the aid of true godlinefs, 
may refign up their lives with great calmnefs, and do no more 
than many heathens have done. And indeed, it is not ftrange 
that fome, who are unorepared for heavenly felicity, fhoulde. 
ven poffefs great jy, from viewing themlelves zbout to mzke 
fo profitable an exchange as te go from a ftate of pzin ane 
hopelefs forrow into a ftate of incffzble glory ard bleflednefs. 
Numerous are the initances in which the fparing hard of Ged 
has fhewn us the deceptien of 2 fick-bed repentance. Among 
thofe who exhibit the greateft evidence of a faving change, in 
view of approaching dcath, rare indeed ts the inflance that this 
evidence is not contradicted among thofe who recover. It 
naturally follows, 

3. Tht we have reafon to conciude, that fome who appearte 
diz without a fatisfactory evidence of their good eftate, may 
jaset wits 2 Bappy chanze.——As we Can give Dut Lictle weight 
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to a hope that is gained in the hour of death, by one who has 
{pent his whole life in fin, fo we are not called to give up thofe 
as loft, who have lived a life of exemplary piety, even though 
they may die under great darknefs and doubt. As the wick- 
ed may be deceived refpedting their good eftate, why, on the 
other hand, may not the righteous be deeeived? The proper 
time to form our judgment concerning characters in the fight 
of God, we have feen, is at an earlier period than at death.— 
And muf we not eount him taithful who hath promifed ? 
“ For he hath faid, 1 will néver leave thee nor forfake thee. 
Nor fhal! any pluck them cut of my hands.””, We may reft 
aflured, that wherever there is a real union formed between 
Chrift and the foul, while in life, it cannot be ciflolved in 
death, 

4. Is life a more important feafon than death?—Then we 
eught to concern ourfilves much more about living than abeut 
dying. Should not the moft important obje& command our 
moft fpecial attention? If fo, then, let the enquiry be, how 
fhall I live ? What fhall 1 mew do, that my foul may be faved ? 
And not, how fhall I dic, that my laft end may be like the 
righteous? Let it be our earneft folicitude, how fhall I now 
difcharge my indifpenfable duty? How thal! | improve the 
precious moments of life and healih? And not, how thall I 
improve the diftreffing moments of death? Reficét how much 
more can be done to the honour of our Maker and bieffed Sa- 
viour, in the feafon of life, than at the diitreffling fcene of 
death. Hence, faid an ancient faint, “ Death cannot cele- 
brate thee: they that go down to the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. The living, the living, he fhall praife thee, as I do this 
day.”” Hence the apoftle befeeches us, by the mercy of Gad, 
that we prefent our bodies a/ruzng facrifice. Would it be wife 
in a hu -andman, who had retired to his field for the purpofe 
of tilling bis ground, for him to negleét his employment and 
bufy himfelf through the day in refleéting how he fhould re- 
turn home at night? If it would not, then we cought to con- 


ern ourfelves much more about living than avout dying. 


Fence, 

5. it appears, 
efting fcene we ihall ever behold. ii 
vancing through the dark valley of the fhadow of death 5 aci- 
ther are our ears faiuted by the awful sound of the judgment 


we are now pafing throuzh the moft inter- 
S truc we are not ad- 
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trumpet; nor do we fee the filent dead burfting from their 
tomts. The dreadiul Judge is not yet faying, in view of the 
_affembled nniverie, to thote on the right bard, come ye blefl- 
ed of my Father—neither is he pronouncing io thofe on the 
left hand, depart ye curfed into everlafting fire. Thefe awful 
feenes are yet to come. Still, the one throuz rh which we are 
pafiug is far more interefting thaa either of them. The pre- 
fent is the felon on which eternal life or endlefs mifery is - 
fulutcly depending. It is acknowledged that thefe future 
fcenes, which are ‘before us, will be vaftly folemn and trying; 
but reflect, that they will be jovful or dreadful accordingly as 
we now lay the foundation. The books out of which weare 
to be judged, are now filing up. Would any one, therefore, 
have a view of the moft momentous period of b's exiftence,— 
he — only look round him at the prefent moment. The 
period hes commenced. The feenz is now cafing bcfore our 
eves! ©, Ice us realize how great a thing it isto live! 











GREAT ENC AGEMENT 


Far Christians te labour for the eenverfian cf the heathen fiund- 
ed on Matt. 131.9. For I ja unto ¥5it, that God ts able 


r ; - = 
ef tele stones 02 Tat, up chi.dren uxts Abyabam.”’ 
- 
' 7 t al - 
TENAHE felf-rizh-eous Tews ocrided themfcives creati: ta 
ee e £ ~ - ~- ‘ a _G ~ 
H thzir cefecat from Abraham. They claimed an exciu- 
= - - . + "9 a 
= -, - _ , ‘ 
we right to the fpirtiual orivileges ot God’s seosle. John 
7 ry - ; ¢ rs. r 
S@ ssactiit, teeing their errer enc foilvy, acerens im thus 
-_ 
. - ° * 
‘ Think not to fav, with n rt C$, We Reve A” r2ne2m to 
4 pt y yr L ra 
~ = i, — _ - va 
C@r Pater, fOr i i24V UO that Ged is Glib Bf Life irones 
- 
ta raile up chsidren units Aérapar Pints czilace d es, 
A & < - gS * 7 
> - . ~ ~ “ - , - — 
tnat Cred is a5ie ta: cr Ef$,2he to Sui Cc Up Mis Couress 
trom the act unpromifing meterials. And aithowch i: miche 
, ad i - 
ee fe irs af 448 - yaad 94 1 p Fi » C = eric rs. ry? 4 rye f tr. Sd 
7 a - , - 
nardensd Jews to mm John re cred. wes 2 tilu*tratcé m 


' pag « E£ et... o . <-/., a ; Dot ahs a al “me Ch wr 2 
e — Orn Le.€ , ‘worse rt evs 2 as si aus us ft Zt ior - ucc _? ine 








CaS 


428 On Christianizing the heathen. 


idolatry. They are reprefented as fitting in the region and foa- 
dow of death. ‘They committed every fpecies of abomination 
of which they were capable. 

A very ftriking defcription is given of their charaéter and 
conduct in the firft chapter of Pau!’s epiftle to the Romans.— 
‘They are reprefented as having “ changed the glory of the in- 
cerruptible God, into an image made like to corruptible man, 
and te birds, and four-footed beafts, and creeping things.— 
‘They worthipped all the hofts of heaven—offered their chil- 
dren in facrifice to their idels. Yea, paid their homage to 
Devils.* Indeed we cannot gain a clearer idea of their cha- 
rater, perhaps, in ary part of the facred writiugs, than in 
Romans, firft chapter, and efpecially from the 29th verfe.— 
Being filled with all anrighteou/ne/s, wickednefs, covetoufne/s, 
maliciaufnefs, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, 
whifperers, backbiters, haters of God, defpiteful, proud, invent- 
ors of ewil things, difobedient to parents, without under flanding, 
covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmer- 
ciful. Yet among thefe abominabiec mations, Ged raifed up 
many fpiritual children unto Abraham. 

Upon the preaching of the gofpel, by the apoftles, multi- 
tudes from among them were converted to Chrift—forfoek 
the worthip of their dumb idols and demons—renouneed their 
filthy praGtices and horrid impieties, and became the humble, 
penitent followers of Jefus Chrift, and the true worfhippers 
of the living God. 

Churches were gathered to Chrift—the hely inftitutions of 
the gofpel ftriGtly obferved, and many fouls trained up for 
heaven, from thofe regions and fhadow of death, where Satan’s 
feat had fo eminently been, and where he had long Ied fouis 
captive at his will, 

Thefe marvellous effe&s of the gofpel upon the minds ef 
thofe once fo inconceivably remote from all good, may ferve 
as a very clear and ftriking illuftration of the paflage under 
eonfideratioa; “For I fay unto you, God is able of thefe 
ftones, ta raife up children unto Abraham.” 

Some ufeful inferences may be made from this fubjeét. 

1. That minifters and chriftians ought not ro defpair of the 
sornverfion of finners, in the moft degenerate times. Ner 


* 1 Gor. x. 26. 
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fhould they fink down in defpondency, thowgh they have long 
laboured and prayed fer the revival ef God’s work, feemingly 
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almoft in vain. Since God has fo frequently of stones raifed 
up children unto Abraham, who can tell but this or that care- 
lefs or hardened finner may yet be arrefted in his courle of 
impiety, and be made a monument of fovereign mercy? How 
often have thofe who have {pent their fubftance ia riotous liv- 
ing, and long withftood the ealls and warnings of the gofpel, 
been brought to bow to the fceptre of Jefus of Nazareth? 
Many infanees ef the like nature have taken plaee, in the 
late revivals of religien in thefe fates. Numbers are now 
ameng the vifible and the fincere followers of Chrift, who, 
for many years, appeared as unlikely te become chriftians, 
were there nothing more than mere human means, as the 
ftones are to arife into living men. 

2. It may be inferred from this fubjeét, that none fhould 
give up their attempts to chriftianize the heathen natiens, 
though their endeavours for that purpofe have hitherto proved 
unfuccefsful. Though confiderable hath been attempted at 
different periods of time, to propagate chriftianity ameng the 
heathen nations in North Ameriea, yet whe can point out the 
feafan, when minifters and chriftians in general, have ufed 
their joint and perfevering efforts for the promotion of this 
great and blefled defign. Have not thoft who profeis to be 
chriftians, cenerally treated this important bufinefs with too 
much indifferency ? Have they not confidered the Indian tribes 
as trreclaimable, and withheld more than is meet, in regard te 
their charitable deeds, for the fuppert of the miffionzries a- 
mong them? 

Is not God as able of thefe favages and barbarians, to raife 
up children unte Abraham, as he was to convert tkefe in a f- 
milar cendition, in the days of the apoftles ? Has the promife, 
that he will give his Son the heathen for an inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth fer his poffeffion, ever been ac- 
comp!ifked in its fulleft extent? ‘Then who can determine 


what may. net yet be effected for their falvation, if a perma- 
nent foundation fhould be laid, for the fupport of faithful 
preachers among them? And fhould ali the churches in the 
American States, aid this glorious defign, by their liberality, 
2nd by their prayers, God may yet do wonderful things for 
their perifhing fouls, 
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fhould they fink down in defpondency, though they have long 
laboured and prayed fer the revival ef God’s work, feemingly 
almoft in vain. Since God has fo frequently of stones raifed 
up children unto Abraham, who can tell but this or that care- 
lefs or hardened Ginner may yet be arrefted in his courle of 
impiety, and be made a monument of fovereign mercy ? How 
often have thofe who have {pent their fubftance ia riotous liv- 
ing, and long withftood the ealls and warnings of the gofpel, 
been brought to bow to the fceptre of Jefus of Nazareth?-— 
Many infanees ef the like nature have taken plaee, in the 
late revivals of religien in thefe Mates. Numbers are now 
ameng the vifible and the fincere followers of Chrift, who, 
for many years, appeared as unlikely te become chriftians, 
were there nothing more than mere human means, as the 
ftones are to arife into living men. 

2. Ic may be inferred from this fubjeét, that none fhould 
give up their attempts te chriftianize the heathen natiens, 
though their endeavours for that purpofe have hitherto proved 
unfuccefsful. Though confiderable hath been attempted at 
different periods of time, to propagate chriftianity ameng the 
heathen nations in North Ameriea, yet whecan point out the 
feafen, when minifters and chriftians in general, have ufed 
their joint and perfevering efforts for the promotion of this 
great and blefled deAgn. Have not thoft who profefs to be 
chriftians, cenerally treated this important bufinefs with too 
muca indifferency ? Have they not confidered the Indian tribes 
as irreclaimabie, and withheld more than is meet, in regard te 
their charitable deeds, for the fuppert of the miffionzries a- 
mong them? 

Is not God as able of thefe favages and barbarians, to raife 
up children unte Abrabam, as he was to convert thefe in a f- 
milar cendition, in the days of the apoftles ? Hes the promile, 
that he will give his Son the heathen for an inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his poffeffion, ever been ac- 
comp!iffed in its fulleft extent? ‘Then who can determine 
What may. net yet be effected for their falvation, if a perma- 
nent foundation fhould be laid, for the fupport of faithful 
preachers among them? And fhould ali the churches in the 
American States, aid this glorious defign, by their liberality, 
2nd by their prayers, God may yet do wonderful things for 
their perifhing fouls, 
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It is.idle for the inhabitants of this’ fowrifaing country, td 
plead their inability ¢o contribute a fufficiency for this pur- 
pofe, when fo much is expended yearly for the fupport of lux- 
ury and extravagance, It is truly an affeéting thought, that 
the heathen are going to perdition by hundreds, and.by thou- 
funds, for the want of relizious inftru€tion, and yet:multitudes 
are waiting large fums daily, forthe gratification of their 
ficfhly lufts.. Nor will many perfons fpare a cent, or lift a 
finger, to reicue the benighied Pagans from darknefs and ru- 


in ! 


Such ought to take heed, left Chrift, at the laft day, fhall 
fentence them to depart, forever, frem his prefence, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the Devil.and his angels. Becaufe, 
when he was an hungred they gave him no meat: Or, becaute 
they reiuled to improve their worldly fubftance and Chriftian 
privileges, for the promotion of his kingdom in the world, for 
which end, every blefiing, fpiritual and temporal, ss granted 
to men. ; 
I entreat you, O ye Chriftians of every denomination, to 
take thefe things into ferious confideration, and think, while 
ou are favoured with a fulnefs of the means of religious in- 
ftruétion, multitudes ef your fellow-men are perifhing in fot- 
tifh ignorance. Confider, alfo, that the /mall concerns and 
the Little pains you take for their falvation, is a powerful wit- 
nefs againft you, that you Bave but a fmall] estimation of the 
privileges of the gofpel yeurfelves. Such perfons as place a 
true value on their fpirttual privileges, and have a proper ef- 
timate of their ewn fouls, are al ways felicitous that their fel- 
Jow creatures of every nation, kindred tongue amd people, 
fhould fhare with them in the great fabvation. It is their 
hearts defire and prayer to God, that tke gofpel of Chrift might 
have free courfe, run and be glorified. If you, therefore, have 
tasted and feen that the Lerd ts gracious; if you have becoine 
heirs of the purchafed falvation ; if you have learnt the worth 
of your own fouls—will not your bowels yearn over the poor 
heathen? And will you not exert yourfelves in every way, in 
which God in his word and providence direéts, to promote, 
if poffidie, fo benevolent aed fo glorious an objeét, as that of 
ehriftianizing and faving the heathen in this land ? 


AMATUS. 
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[ From the Christian Objerver.3 


EXTRACTS 
From the Commen-Place Bosk of a Country Clergyman. 


On RELIGIOUS AFFECTIONS. 
F adians only were required, without €:/pofitiens, the wOrk 
of religion would be comparatively eaiy. Men may pro- 
nounce prayers, wear fackcloth, keep fafts, give alms, &c.— 
Thefe external acts are ia their power, and however irkfome 
in themfelves, many would be found to obferve them 2s the 
price of their falvatien. But the affeGions of the heart are 
out of our own power—we cannot 2t pleafure change tke ob- 
jects of our love and averfion. We may perform rciigicus 
exercifes as a task, but we cannot make ourfeives delight in 
thom as a privilege —And vet nothing fhort of this is true 
religion. Religion demancs the affections. Thou thalt 
Isve the. Lord ‘thy God.” “ My fon, give me thine bzart.” 
Here then appears the neceflity of divine grace, and the efm- 
cacy ef its operation. Ir actually produces “this change in the 
affe@ions; and thus the werk preves itfelf to be of God. 





On THe PRINCIPLE or FRIENDSHIP. 

THE prineiple of friendfhip is an indieation of the digrity 
for which we were defigned. We fizh for unioa with ocker 
intelligent beings—' eek a commerce of hearts—canpot real- 
ize our ideas and withes here belo#—human friendihips and 
unions deceive our expectations—to find what we want, we 
muf afcead to God hinf=lf. 





On tHe LOVE or VIBTUE. 


INFIDELS salz much of the love of virtue. And why 
then do they net love the Bible ?—Let any one read the thir- 
tecath chaprer of St. Paul’s firft epiftie to the Corinthiaa:— 
the precebtive parts ef all the apofolic epiftles—our Lird’s 
fermen on the mount, &c. Was ever fo 2miable and pericét 

a (chéme of virtue prefented to the world? Surely a wirtuems 
man would tor fuch a rel! zion is be trues though F he could 


net think it fo! He would (ce it 2 be of fo much impertanc® 
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to the peace and goed order of faciety, and tothe welfare of all 
mankind ind:vidually, that he would rejoice if other men be= 
lieved it, though he could net. He would de ncthing to im- 
pede its receptien, but rather weuld promete its influence to 
the utmoft of his power. Nay mere, he would practife it 
him({elf in fyite of his unbelief. If a good rule be given uss 
that wiii premote our own happinefs and that of others, we 
eught to embrace and follow it, wheever be the auther, and 
whatever its authority. Our own intereft is obligation enough. 
Is it mot plain, that every man who aéts contrarily te thefe 
maxims, deceives himfelf, when he funpofes that he Joves vir- 
tuc, while, in truth, he enly talks of it? 





On VITAL RELIGION. 


THAT vital religion is a bleff-d reality, needs ne othef 
proof, ‘nan the exact coincidence of judgment, tafte, princi- 
pies and habits, which prevails amongtt its profeflors. Papifts 
and Proteitants, men in the wilds of America, and in the un- 
cultivated countries of Europe, perfons who lived under the 
Jewith ceconomy, and multitudes who live under the Chrif- 
tian difvenfation new, have all fpoken, in fpite of their feveral 
peculiarities, one common language of the heart about God 
and Chrift, fin and holinefs, time and eternity. Their reli- 
gious hopes and fears, their joys and their forrows, have been 
the fame. ‘They have, in a word, perfedtly underftood one 
another’s fentiments, and entered inte one another’s feelings, 
(though myfterieus and unintelligible to all the world befide) 
on every fubject effentially related to falvation. For eighteen 
eenturies, Chriftians, for example, have thought, and fung, 
and prayed, with David, a Jewifh king who reigned about 
three thoufand years ago. Scarcely have they had a fentiment, 
a with, or a feeling, that he has not anticipated. Whenee 
this agreement? How happens it, that perfons fo diftant in 
time and place, in {peculative theories of religion, and in out- 
ward modes of worfhip, from each other, fhouJd notwith- 
ftanding fo exa&tly harmonize? Can imazination, enthufiafm, 
fancy, explain it? Do but confider how men’s taftes and fen- 
timents differ upon almoft every fubje&, even where they live 
at the fame time, are brought upin the fame place, andtrain= 
ed to the fame habits. And how then can imagination, the 
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Maoit capricious and uncertain of all caufes, account for a fi- 
milarity of effe&t, which ne courfe of education, nor early 
prepofieffions themfelves (ftrong as thefe ufually are) are 
competent to produce ? 

Take a true Chriftian from any parifh in England, and 
Jet him meet one of the converted Indians of North America. 
Find them but a common language in which they may con- 
vey their meaning to one anoiher—in an inftant they will 
perfectly comprehend each other’s views and feelings on eve- 
ry topic of religion<—their hearts will be laid open, fo to 
fpeak, to each other’s difcernment—-they will “ love each o- 
ther with a pure heart fervently,’ as brethren united in one 
fentimént and in one intereft, who accidentally meet together 
after a long and painful feparation. How will you account 
for this Indian fo weli underftanding the Englifhman, when 
perhaps there is not a man living in his own town or parifh, 
to whom he is not an abfelute barbarian, when he attempts 
to fpeak what he thinks and féels about a Saviour, and a life 
to come—about the beauty of holinefs, or the deformity of 
fin? Surely there muft be reality, where, without any previ- 
ous communication, there is fo much coincidence and agree= 
ment ! . | 

Had you lived at the day of Pentecoft, and had heard the 
firft difciples {peaking to men of every nation under heaven 
in the language wherein they were born, you would have 
bowed to the reality of their pretenfions, and confefled a mi- 
racle. Behold, then, the counterpart of this miracle, equally 
aftonifhing and unaccountable upon any natural principles ! 
All the difference is, that in that cafe, one 0 fi fpake many 
languages—in this, many perfons of every kindred and nation, 
and tongue and people, whicher the gofpel hath come, {peak 


ene language. 





On REASON anv REVELATION. 


THE greater part of thofe who fet up the claims of Reas 
fon againft thofe of Revelation, feem to forget that Reafon isa 
faculty, not like rmtuztion, that fees the true natures, relations, 
or confequences of things, at a glance; but which requires 
nice and accurate management, with afliduous labour and cul- 
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tivation, to make it a ufeful and fafe guide to us, in avoiding 
error, and arriving at truth. It is not, like the fenfes of the 
body, perfeé at once; but, like a diamond in its patural ftate, 
jt is put rough into our hands to polifh and improve by art 
and care. So much is this the cafe, that the improvement of 
our reafon is taught by rule, and learned as a fcience. 

Nothing more than the application of this remark is need- 
ful to confound our common infidels. Do they talk of their 
reafon not fuffering them to embrace Chriftianity? Let us 
afk them, whether they have made a right ufe of reafon in de- 
termining the queftion. Have they praétifed all the rules 
which logicians Jay down for the government of the under - 
fianding in its inquiries after truth? Have they cautioufly 
guarded, in particular, againft the influence of the paffions in 
this bufinefs ; and that more efpecially, becaufe here, more than 
any where, it may be expeéted ta prevail, unlefs great care be 
taken? Have they turned the fubjeét on all fides, and confi- 
dered it in all its parts, not fatisfying themfelves with a hafty, 
irregular and partial examination ? Thefe queftions could not 
fail to filence them, if they had either fenfe or modefty. The 

eneral run of infidels are no logicians ; and of thofe whoare, 
how few, {peaking honeftly, will fay, that they have as feriouf- 
ly, cautioufly, and impartially applied the laws of found rea- 
foning to the examination of this fubject, as they are confcious 
that they have done to other matters of fcience ! 

It certainly affords a prefumption in favour of Chriftianity, 
that thofe men who have been moft famous in the world for 
the cultivation of their intelleétual powers, and are acknow- 
ledged on all fides to have earried the improvemert of them 
to the greateft height, have been fincere believers, and warm 
defenders of this religion. 


On SIN, as aN OFFENCE acainst GOD. 


HOW little perception is there, even in the Chriftian 
world, of the evil of /in, as it is a tranfgrefion of God’s law ! 
The authority of God is little contemplated. If a man’s 
confcience reprove him for fome vicious act, it is becaufe of 
the irregularity and turpitude he fees in it, or on account of 
the injury which it may do to fociety; but that which is the 
grand aggravation of the crime—its being done againft the 
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will and authority of God, and therefore an a& of rebellion— 
is little thought of, and little affe&ts the confcience. That this 
is really the cafe, appears from hence, that many of thofe pece 
ple who pafs for good moral characters in the wor 4, com- 
monly regulate their conduct by confiderations cf moral fit- 
nefs or unfitaefs, which are wholly independent of the divine 
command or prohibition, What merely itands on God’s au- 
thority, they fee little evil in, and have no great fcruple about 
doing or act doing. Their own eafe or humoar, the leaft 
poflible prefent convenience or advantage, determines their 
conduct, and becomes a law to them, in preference to the bare 
motive of obeying or difobeying God. Hence, to moft per- 
fons, Adam’s fin feems a trifle, becaufe committed only a- 
gainft a pofitive command ; and the negicct of religious ordi- 
nances, er the breach of the Sabbath, for the fame reafon, 
gives little uneafinefs to their confciences. In the prefence 
of temptation, they are not reftrained by Jofeph’s confidera- 
tien, “ How fhall [ do this great wickednefs, and fin againft 
Ged!’? And in their repentance,—if they ever do repent of 
any thing they have done—they are far from the fentiment 
and feeling of David, “ Againft thee only have I finned, and 
done this evil in thy fight.” David had finned againft man, 
as well as againft God; but the thought of his fin as an act 
of daring impiety and redellion againft God, fwallowed up, 
at the moment, every other confideration. His crime was 
thus feen in its higheft aggravation, and painted to his mind 
in colours fo black and hideous, as to conceal the lighter fhades 
of the fad picture, and prevent, fo to fpeak, his perceiving 
them. 





On tHE CONDUCT, as an INDEX to rue HEART. 


WHEN we exhort men to examine themfelves by their 
condué?, it is only as that is an index to the ftate of the heart. 
The ftate and difpofition of the heart determines the charac- 
ter, and being vifibie to God, is that by which his judgment 
of us is formed. We can judge of others only by external ap- 
pearances, but ef our/elves, our judgment fhould be, as much 
as poflible, guided by that of God. External aétions are not 
always true indexes to the ftate of the mind, becaufe good ac- 
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tions may proceed from bad principles. With other men’s 
principles, indeed, we have comparatively little to do. While 
their actions are good, and fociety fuftaias no injury, from a 
charitable, though erroneous judgment cf them, little incon- 
venience can refult; but in our own Cafe, a miftake is fatal. 
How great then is the folly of thofe, who judge of them- 
felves only by their outward conduct! Preach againft drunk- 
ennefs, or other overt aéts of fin, and every one who, frem 
whatever caufe, can acquit himfelf of the practice condemned, 
prefently concludes in favour of his general character. In like 
manner, when f{pecific duties and virtues are inculcated, if, fe 
far as concerns the cutward matter and form of them, the man 
think himfelf blamelefs, the fame flattering conclufton follows. 
Hence it is, that fo many perfons diflike clofe appeals to the 
heart, and are ready to oppofe fuch as ufe them with—‘“ Fle 
that deeth righteoufnefs is righteous’’—“ By their fruits ye 
fhall know them,” &c. “If,” fay they, “ the fruit be good, 
is not the tree good? Can you know the quality of the tree. 
by any other fign?”’ No! and no better teft need be required, 
provided you underftand the terms you make ufe of. What 
do you mean by good fruit? Such as is fair and beautiful on 
the outfide only? Thea yeu might chance to find your death 
jn aéting upon this principle; for there are many poifonous 
trees in the world, which bear a beautiful and tempting fruit, 
pleafant to the eyes, and grateful to the fmell—perbaps alfe. 
to the tafte; but it is not unfrequently found, that the fame 
fruit which looks well, on being cut up, turns out to. be cor- 
rupted and bad within. Juft fo it is with moral fruit. Exa- 
mine it fkilfully—fee whether it be found within—employ the 
proper means for afcertaining whether it be really as good as 
it appears to be; and if it abide the trial, we allow, that, desng. 
good, it demonftrates the tree to be good alfo. | 
When our Lord fays, “ By their fruits ye fhall know 
them,’’ he cannot furely be fuppofed to intend the mere cut- 
ward appearance, amy more than a naturalift would, who was 
applying the fame rule to.the produdtions of the orchard or 
the garden. A fruit corrupt within, and beautiful without, 


js the emblem of a hypocrite... 
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT 


Of the Revivals of Religion in the Congregation of Crols-Creek, 
Jince 1794. 

I TOOK the charge of this congregation in June 1794, and 

preached in Buffalo congregation alternately, one half of 

my time, until 1798. During this time nothing extraordinary 

appeared. ‘There was in general a folemn attention, and fi- 

lent weeping at fome times. A confiderable number were 


awakened to a fenfe of their danger while in a natural ftate. | 


One hundred and twenty-three were admitted to communion, 
who have generally fupported a profeflion becoming the gof- 
pel; and thefe who are yet alive, are for the moft part com- 
fortasle members of the church. Nearly an equal number of 
thefe were admitted in each congregation. 

In the year 1799, the Lord poured out the gracious influ- 
ences of his Holy Spirit on the congregation of Crofs-Creek,. 
Many were awakened. But the work appeared to be cut 
fhort. It did not continue vifible more than one year. Twenty 
only were admitted to communion at this time. 


In the years 1800 and 1801, very few appeared to be religy.. 


gioufly imprefled. Only eight perfons were admitted to com- 
munion during thefe two years; all appeared to lumber and 
fleec, both wife and foolifh. 

In the {pring of the year 1802, the Lord again revived his 
work in this congregation, and carried it on in his ufual man- 
ner until the firft Tuefday in O&ober, at which time the be- 
dily affetions firft appeared, In lefs than three months, one 
hundred, or perhaps more, had experienced fuch feelings, as, 
at times, rendered them unable to ftand or fit up, without be- 
ing fupported, The effects of this werk on the bodies of the 
fubjcéts, were generally fuch as produced debilitation, and 
were often preceded by lamentable cries for mercy, occafioned 
by a deep fenfe of fin and mifery, awful views of their danger, 
_ anda feeling fenfe of the hardnefs of their hearts, which fre- 
quently led them, when afked what their feelings were, te fay, 
*<T had no feelings, My heart was fo hard that I ceuld ner 
feel affe&ted with my dreadful fituation.”’ 

In the firft ftages of this work, the feffien of this cengre- 
gation, with myfelf, were fomewhat alarmed. We had no 
doubt but that God was at work by his Spirit, convincing of 
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fin and mifery; but we were afraid that the fubje&s of the 
work might ren into extravagancies. “lke Spirit feemed like 
a mighty rufhing wind, in fome refpe&ts as on the day of Pen- 
tecoft. Many were dreadfully alarmed with views of their own 
fituation, and the condition of others around them. Ina fhort 
time a number of the fubjects appeared to have obtained fome 
relief to their diftreffed fouls. We then converfed with fuch, 
and finding fome evidences of enthufiafm, we determined to 
ufe more than ufual. caution. Particular care was taken to 
difcriminate between the faving work of the Spirit of God 
and delufion. But ina fhort time our fears‘were, in a great 
meafure, removed. The fubjeéts of the extraordinary bodily 
affections became more deeply atfefted with a fenfe of their 
wretchednefs, their total depravity, the deceitfulnefs of their 
hearts, and the danger of building on fome faife foundation. 
Both their convictions and comforts came to them in a ferip- 
tural way. They cenerally have a deep fenfe of their undone 
ftate by nature, and their expofednefs to the wrath of God in 
confequence of fin. It appears as if the fins of their child- 
hoed and youth all come to their view, but efpecially the hea- 
wven-daring fin of rejeéting the Lord Jefus, as he is offered to 
‘them inthe gofpel. They have alfo a deep and feeling fenfe 
ef their inability to clofe with Chrift, or do aay thing for their 
own relief. 

Thofe who have obtained relief, have fcriptural views of 
the moral character of God, of the method of falvation through 
a Redeemer, of the fufficiency of his atonement, and the way 
in which God can be juft, and all his attributes remain un- 
fpotted, in faving finners according to the new covenant plan. 
They appear to acquiefce in the metkod of falvation through 
Chrift, making a full, free and hearty furrender of themfelves 
to God and kis fervice, embracing Chrift as their Prophet, 
Prieft and King, under a deep fenfe of their need of him in 
all thefe offices, and of their entire unworthinefs of the leaft 


favour at the hand of God. . wines 

The fruits and effects of this work, we believe, evidence it 
to be of God. Fhofe whofe tongues were dumb in the things 
of God, have learned to fpeak the language of Canaan. Thofe 
who were formerly Sabbath breaker’, fcoffing at facred things, 
and guilty of other immoralities, have not only forfaken their 
former evil practices, but have become regular and fober, di- 
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ligently attending the ordinances of God’s houfe, and confci- 
entioufly performing all the duties of religien. “Thofe who 
once depended upon their own attainments and good works 
for acceptance with God, have renounced all for the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift. Thofe who formerly delighted in carnal 
company, merry jefts, profane fongs, foolifh and vain conver- 
fation, now feek the company of thofe who fear Ged, and de- 
Fight in holy exercifes and fpiritual converfation. Thofe who 
formerly attended upon the preaching of the gofpel either as 
idle fpe€tators, or to cavil at and quarrel with it, now attend 
with a fincere defire to know their duty, to enjoy communion 
with God, and receive grace and ftrength from him to enable 
them to live to his glory. 

Very few of thofe who were the fubjects of bodily affecti- 
ons, exprefied their fenfe of divine things in the pubiic aflem- 
bly; and to the beft of my recolleétion, never in the time of 
public worfhip, except by a time in 2 fhort fentence. “But at 
ether times, in converfation with aged chriftians, they baye 
in the moft folemn, fweet and affecting manner, {poken of the 
wifdom, love and glory of God, fhining in the plan of falva- 
tion through Chrift. They have a!fo lamented their ignorance 
and want of love to God, the evil propentities of their hearts, 
aad the total depravity of their natures. “I hey have frequently 
exprefled their defire of holinefs and conformity to God, and 
their tender concern for his caufe, and the falvation of finners. 
In fhort, many evidence a fweet, folemn, and humble difpofi- 
tion, equal to any thing that we have witnefled in young 
converts heretofore. But fome of thofe who were the fubjects 
of bodil affections, as well as others who had been awaken- 
ed, havefurned back like the dog to his own vomit. 

No ffrefs has been laid upon bodily agitations or exercifes, 
as anJewidence of religion, or a criterion by which to judge of 
a faving work of the Spirit upon the foul, They have only 
been looked upon as a circumftance which God had deter- 
mined fhould attend his work at this time. 

Sinee this work began in the fpring of 1802, one hundreé 
perfons have been admitted to the Lord’s table. About enc 
half of this number have been fubjeéts of bodily affections. 
A number more at prefent appear to be under folemn foul ex- 
ercife; and fome, we hope, have experienced a faving change 
ef nature, who have net yet made a public profedion of religion. 









%) 


PR. 


+4 
* 
‘ 


shibsinot — : —— rs 
eee ene ime Pn als Se nae 2 
re , “oe 


— BS we: 
fae 


A 
an 4 
a »~ + - 
ae) Prd, 


oO See 
oe 


: ve ; 
" - gear tefiaea, Ne EI 
aes 





440 Religious Intelligence. 


The greater part of thofe who’have been admitted, weté 
young people, fome middle aged, and but one who had arrived 
to old age. He was above feventy years old, had lived all his 
days under the means of grace, had been admitted to the 
Lord’s table in early life, but judging himfelf unworthy in the 
fight of God to enjoy this privilege, never applied again until 
the fpring of 1804. 

Thofe admitted to communion fince the {pring of 1802, 
with perhaps one or two exeeptions, have, as far as is known 
to us, conducted themfelves in a good degree becoming the 
gofpel. Anda number of them, with whom we have lately 
converfed, appear to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
eur Lord and Saviour Jefus Chritt, and have become more 
acquainted with Ged, his word, and with themfelves. From 
the fruits which appear, fome of which I have juft mentioned, 
we miuft conclude that the Lord has wrought a gracious wotk 
amongft us, of which we can have no doubt, which we can- 
not reject, while we acknowledge the Bible to be the ftandard 
by which we form our ideas and regulate our fentiments of 
God and divine things. May the Lord difpofe our hearts to 
gratitude for the various out-pourings of his Spirit which he 
has vouchfafed upon us 2s a Congregation. 

But we tremble at a view of the dreadful fituation of num- 
bers among us, who not only rejece the Lord Jefus, but are fo 
heaven-daring as to deny the operations of God’s Spirit, in 
the midft of fuch glaring evidence. May the Ged of heaven 
@pen their eyes, that they may fee againft whom and whofe 


work they are cavilling. 
THOMAS MARQUIS. 


WE, the members of the feffion ef the congregation of 
€rofs-Creek, heartily join in attefting the truth of the above 
fatement. 

Fames Edgar, Fofeph Vance, 
Hugh Newell, Thomas Mar fall, 
Fobn Morrifon, Robert Lyfle, 
Robert M‘Cready, William Rea, 
ddenry Graham, 





